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Dear Parents and Carers,
You will all be aware that Boris Johnson announced last night a phased return to school may begin on 1
June. He said:
'In step two — at the earliest by June 1 —after half term — we believe we may be in a position to begin
the phased reopening of shops and to get primary pupils back into schools, in stages, beginning with
reception, Year 1 and Year 6.
At this point in time no further information has been released from the Government and so the detail o st
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underpinning how this looks or what this means in practical terms is yet undefined.
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 	 Curriculum Newsletter


Teachers: Miss Smyth 


TA: Mrs Spicer











   Year 5 Autumn 2025








Reading 


In Year 5 we will be continuing to develop their fluency and expression as well as their comprehension skills in our daily guided reading sessions whilst developing important skills such as summarising.


Writing 


Non-chronological reports – As we begin the term, we will read ‘The Great Kapok Tree’. This book will us to explore a high-quality picture book which allows children to put themselves inside the story to empathise with a character and their issues and dilemmas 


Later in the term, as we read ‘Monsterology’, pupils will have the opportunity to create their own mythical creatures. We will consider our audience and purpose of writing, as well as our use of conjunctions, prepositions and adverbials.


Persuasion – We will read ‘Wolves in the Walls’ and consider ways in which the story could be concluded instead. Pupils will take these ideas and consider how to use persuasive language to convince their peers that their idea is the most suitable.


Narrative – During our study of ‘Cloud Tea Monkeys’ we will consider how descriptive language is key to a reader’s engagement in a story, and we will mirror the author’s style when rewriting a section of the story. We will also consider the role that dialogue plays in a story.


Recommended books for prereading: 


Monsterology by Dugald Steer


The Wolves in the Walls by Neil Gaiman


Cloud Tea Monkeys by Elspeth Graham and Mal Peet








Earth and space


In science pupils will explore the topic of Earth and space. We will look at the movement of the Earth and a range of other planets relative to the sun in the solar system. As well as this, children will understand the movement of the moon in relation to the Earth.


Children will also address misconceptions formed around night and day by looking at the Earth’s rotation to explain day and night and the apparent movement of the sun across the sky.   





We will work scientifically by:


Asking scientific questions to aid our learning


We will research and investigate.


Presenting results


Pattern seeking





Key vocabulary: 





orbit, satellite rotation, axis, spherical, solar system 





Book recommendations to support topic: 


�     �





This autumn we will be focusing on the following topics following White Rose. This will greatly develop our reasoning and problem-solving skills using a series of small steps enabling mastering of the maths curriculum by all children regardless of ability.


Place Value 


We will look at how to read, write, order and compare numbers to at least 1,000,000 and determine the value of each digit. Look at number magnitude and conservation of a million. Rounding numbers to the closest ten, hundred, thousand and million.


Addition and subtraction


We will use mental strategies, add whole numbers with more than four digits, Subtract whole numbers with more than four digits. We will round up to check answers and use the Inverse operations (addition and subtraction) We will make use of multi-step addition and subtraction problems and Compare calculations while fining missing numbers.


Multiplication and Division


We will practice multiplying and dividing numbers by 10, 100 and 1000 with confidence. In addition to this we will practice key mental and written methods for multiplying and dividing. We will practices finding common multiples and Factors, prime numbers, square numbers and cubed numbers.


Fractions


We will look at how to identify equivalent fractions, comparing and ordering them, as well as adding and subtracting a range of fractions and converting improper fractions to mixed numbers.











History








Important Dates

































































Physical Education 





The children will be learning the skills of:


OAA


PE will be outdoors for Autumn one, weather permitting, and indoors for Autumn 2, this will take place every Wednesday.

















Thursday 4th September�First day back  





Wednesday 22nd and Thursday 23rd October�Parent’s Evening


�Monday 27th October – Friday 31st October


October half term�


Monday 3rd November


Back to school





Friday 19th December 


Last day (Children finished at 2pm)











This term we will be looking at Anglo Saxons and Vikings and how they helped shaped the Britain we know today.


We will discuss topics such as hierarchy, invasions and settlements. We will explore technology and the innovations that were shaped by these discoveries. We will also explore trade and growth within the British economy at the time. We will discuss and explore the religious, societal laws and rights of the time comparing the differences and similariesties. We will compare an Anglo Saxon Britain to the Britain we know today and explore the struggle for the kingsdom to 1066


Recommended Reads:


Everything: Anglo-Saxons: Unearth history with facts, photos and fun! (National Geographic Kids) · available off Amazon 











Look at





Music





Children should read 4 times a week at home.


Maths and English homework is set on Google Classrooms on Friday’s and due in on the following Thursday.











 This year children will be learning Spanish from an experienced modern foreign language teacher. Through interactive games, talk and practical activities children will learn:  


How to greet someone (hello, goodbye, my name is) 


To ask simple questions (how are you?)


simple phrases (thank you, well done)








Reading Target and Home Learning








In R.E. children will be learning about Identity and Belonging in Judaism, Christianity and Buddhism, specifically: 


The challenges of individual commitment to a community of faith or belief.  


Examining the role of religious leadership and why belonging to religious communities may be valuable in their own lives.











R.E.











In Music children will take part in a Ukulele lesson each Monday. Throughout these lessons children will be learning the essential skills and patience required to master a number of tunes. 





In Art; we will be learning the correct drawing techniques to show:


light and shadow on different surfaces, including reflections and direction of sunlight.


Show movement and perspective 


Draw in different styles (e.g. realistic or impressionistic).


Foreground and background














 











Art








In PSHE children will be learning about Identity:


Recognising and respecting similarities and differences between people and what they have in common with others.








PSHE








Modern Foreign Language








